
E.H. Thorne (Beehives) Ltd
Beehive Works, Wragby,
Market Rasen LN8 5LA

Tel 01673 858555
fax 01673 857004

sales@thorne.co.uk
www.thorne.co.uk
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Eva Crane O.B.E. 

 
 

Founder of the  
International Bee  

Research Association 
 
 

12.06.1912 
To 

06.09.2007 



     ESSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION is an association of nine regional divisions each with its own    
officers and  responsible for its own activities.  For information concerning the divisions, please contact the 
Honorary Secretary of the appropriate one.  They are:- 
 
     BRAINTREE: John Barlow-01371 850756.   CHELMSFORD: Jean Smye: 01621 850605 
     COLCHESTER:Lydia Geddes-01206392226 DH&MALDON :Nan Field-01621 773297 
     HARLOW: Paul Weeks-01279 413326-      EPPING FOREST:Helen Chadwick-020 8523 5770 
     ROMFORD:Pat Allen-01708 220897.      SAFFRON WALDON: Robert Egger-01279 850092 
     SOUTHEND: David Blackwood-01702 207078 
 
     Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA: 
     Epping Forest, Romford Divisions: Alan Byham, 15, The Glebe, Reigate, Surrey. RH2 8NL 
                                        (excl. Brentwood)                                        01306 611016.email:a.byham@csl.gov.uk 
    All Other Divisions: Andy Wattam, 12 Woodlands Close, Wymeswold, Leicestershire.LE12 6TE. 
                                                                                                           01509 881092.email:a.wattam@csl.gov.uk 

All enquiries re ADVERTISING IN The Essex Beekeeper to the Advertising Secretary, 
MARY HEYES , 18, Daines Way, Thorpe Bay, Essex SS1 3PF. 

01702 588009 email:  advertising@ebka.org 
We value the support of our advertisers and hope that it will continue.  When contacting them please 

mention 
That you saw their advertisement in THE ESSEX BEEKEEPER 

ESSEX BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION 
President: Derek Webber 

TRUSTEES 
CHAIRMAN:  Mrs.Pat Allen.8, Frank’s Cottages,St.Mary’s Lane,Upminster,Essex.RM14 3NU               
        Tel:01708 220897.chair@ebka.org 
SECRETARY: Position Vacant at present.  Please apply to the Chairman 
 
TREASURER: Mr.Richard Ridler. Rundle House,High St.Hatfield Broad Oak Bishops Stortford,Herts 
                                                        Tel:01279 718111  -email:treasurer@ebka.org               CM22 7HE 
GENERAL TRUSTEES:  
Mr.L.Ridgwell, 19, Alienor Avenue, Great Bardfield Essex. CM7 4RT 
Mr.Richard Alabone. 11,St.James Park,Chelmsford Essex.CM1 2JG 
Mr.Geoff Pears.82,Lexden Rd,Colchester.Essex.CO3 3SR 
Jean Smye.8,Gate Street Mews, Maldon Essex.CM9 7EF 
Mr.J.Gracey, 3, Woodberry Down, Epping, Essex. CM16 6RJ 
Mr.E.Fenner, 36, Chequers Road, Writtle Chelmsford, Essex. CM1 3NQ 
Mr.J.McNeill, 44, Ascension Road, Collier Row, Essex. RM5 3RT 
Penny Learmonth. The Watch House,Watch House Green,Felsted, Essex.CM^ 3EF 
Ann Tillbrook. Glen Tanar Lodge, 137,Blenheim Chase,Leigh-on-Sea,Essex.SS9 3BX 
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 The Essex Beekeepers Magazine is free to members of the Essex Beekeepers Association. 
Editor: Ann Tillbrook , Glen Tanar Lodge, 137,Blenheim Chase, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. SS9 3BX 

Email: editor@ebka.org 
Please ensure that ALL MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION is received by the Editor, no later, than the 

1st of the month preceding publication. 
Queries regarding distribution should be directed to the Mailing Secretary: 

Mary Heyes 01702 588009 
WEBSITE Liaison: Leonie Henderson:muscovy@btinternet.com—01206 231262  
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See you at the  
Conference, 

 
Bye.  

DURABILITY (SHELF LIFE). When we only recommend autumn treatments, 
there is no reason to keep your surplus mixture; it is best put down the drain. If 
however you wish to keep your mixture, we should draw attention to the fact that it 
will keep upto six months in the dark, in the cold of a cellar. The mixture should 
also be kept in a child safe and secure bottle. 

HOW TO USE IT. The oxalic acid mixture should be look warm. You should use 
a 50ml dosing syringe. You trickle 3.0 - 3.5ml per frame space with bees. That is to 
say 35ml* [30 - 35ml Ed] per colony. This is a very small quantity so it is a good 
idea, first of all, to practise with ordinary water. It is important that the trickling 
takes place direct onto the bees and not just on the frame tops, where the bees 
would let it lie. 

TEMPERATURE. The outdoor temperature above 0 degrees C. 

DAMAGE TO BEES. If the Oxalic Acid is used correctly, in the correct dosage, 
there is no risk to the bees, or the risk is very small. If you overdose then you can 
loose a lot of bees and weaken the colony. 

HOW OFTEN SHOULD YOU TREAT. Danish and International research has 
shown that if bees are treated more than once per generation, it can result in dam-
age to the bees and a reduction in the strength of the colony. We recommend there-
fore, that you  should only treat the bees once each season. The best time to treat is 
in the autumn/early winter when the colony is brood free. 

(We have however, with large-scale beekeepers treated with success, both in the 
autumn and the spring with Oxalic Acid Trickling Method)…..end of report. 
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 Oxalic Acid Trickling Method 
By David Ashton 

Reference Danish Beekeepers Associations website:www.biavl.dk/varroa. 
Article supplied by Margaret Thomas. 

The late season Varroa - control is important. The treatment should take place when 
autumn feeding has finished, and the colony is free of brood. 
OXALIC ACID DRIPPING METHOD. 
Oxalic acid is an organic acid, which is found naturally in honey. The method is ex-
tremely effective, very quick and inexpensive. 
SAFETY. 
For Varroa control the Oxalic. acid is used in a very weak solution (3.2%). This solu-
tion is a very weak corrosive. But you must be very careful to avoid contact with the 
skin, as Oxalic acid can be absorbed through the skin. During treatment it is important 
to use acid resistant rubber gloves. Whilst mixing the solution, you should use, gloves, 
safety goggles, and respirator (P2 Dust mask) 
TREATMENT IN BROOD FREE PERIOD 
‘Oxalic Acid Dripping Method’, does not work behind the brood cells sealed cap, this 
is the reason why treatment should take place in periods when none, or very little brood 
as possible, is present. We would normally recommend a treatment in late October-
November ( but account should be taken of climate, eg. In Western seaboard of Brit-
ish Isles the gulf stream keeps the temperature u p so brood rearing goes on into De-
cember).  
As the climate warms its important to check if brood rearing has stopped, so it could 
well be that treatment should take place in November or December. The important 
thing however is that the beekeeper must not fall in to the trap of forgetting to use an 
oxalic acid treatment. Bees, which for various different reasons go into winter and hi-
bernation with too many mites, will suffer a large amount of damage and harm. One 
should in therefore your considerations consider what is said.  “Treatment when brood-
free, so that those mite present can do the least amount of damage” 
In other countries outside of Denmark there is a tradition because of climate to give a 
much 
Latter treatment! 
It has previously been said that the colonies should be treated so that the bees will have 
a couple of flying days after the treatment. There is however no research that shows 
this to be necessary. 
MIXING THE SOLUTION. 
For the treatment then use the oxalic acid - bi hydrate [oxalic acid dehydrate] the Ox-
alic Acid is mixed in proportions:- 1 litre distilled water: 1 kg sugar: 75g oxalic acid-bi 
hydrate. 
This is enough for 55 colonies @ 30ml per colony -or - 47 colonies @ 35ml.per col-
ony. 
OR - Use the Danish Beekeepers calculator on  [www.biavl.dk/varroa   followed by 
clicking the Union Jack - then Oxalic Acid Trickling is easier. Ed.] 
You need to be aware that mixing very small amounts for example just two colo-
nies, can create problems, as ordinary kitchen scales can give the wrong mixture. 
Consider a minimum of 0.5 litre distilled water: 0.5kg sugar:32.5[37.5 Ed] grams ox-
alic acid - bi hydrate. 

[Front page : ] 
Story on pages 8-9-10 

  
 
NOVEMBER 2007. 
 
 
BRAINTREE           Fri.30th.8pm. Constitutional Club, Gt.Square, Braintree. 
    “The Honey Regulations” 
  
CHELMSFORD      ..Annual dinner 
 
COLCHESTER        ..Annual Dinner    
          
      
                     
DH & MALDON    Sat.10th. Coney Hall Cottage Burnham Marshes.     
               Candle making & Planning  
       
EPPING  Thurs.15th.7.30pm. Chingford Horticultural Society Hall  
 FOREST        Chingford E4. Microscopy Meeting. Looking at parts of the  
    bee under a microscope with Roy Cropley. 
 
 
ROMFORD             Sat.3rd. 9.30am-4.30pm. Annual Conference.     
                 
 
SAFFRON                Wed.7th. 8pm. Social Evening & Quiz.  By kind invitation of  
 WALDON     James & Jo Pimblett, Parsonage Bury, Henham, Nr.Bishops  
               Stortford, Herts. CM22 6AN                          
                               
 
SOUTHEND            Wed. 28th.7.30pm. Hawkwell Village Hall, Main Road,   
               Hawkwell  Hockley. Topic tba. 

Book of Commemoration. 
The EBKA Book of Commemoration has become very out of date. I have vol-
unteered to collate information so that we can bring it up to date and not forget 
the wonderful Essex members who have contributed to the craft of beekeeping. 
If you have any records within Divisions, Records and photos of your own, or 
would like to write about any past member, then please send me contributions, 
Either by post or email. Many thanks. 
Penny Learmonth, (Saffron Walden Trustee) 
the Watch House, Watch House Green, Felsted. CM6 3EF 
Email: penny.learmonth@mail.adsl4less.com 

CEC Meeting Thursday 29th November 2007 

CONFERENCE 
Saturday 3rd November 

9.30 -4.30pm 



4 
                          {The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of 

 
 
 
DECEMBER 2007. 
 
 
BRAINTREE             Fri.14th.8pm.Constitutional Club, Gt..Square, Braintree. 
      Social Evening - Review of the Year. 
                    
CHELMSFORD        Visit to Essex Police Museum 
       
COLCHESTER         No Meeting     
          
      
                     
DH & MALDON        No Meeting 
       
EPPING     Thurs.20th .7.30 for 8pm. Christmas Social     
 FOREST           Margaret Thomas talk on Beekeepers Exams. 
     
 
HARLOW     Thurs.6th.7.45pm. Kings Church, Red Willows. 
      
      
ROMFORD               Fri. 7th.8.pm. Chadwick Hall.  Christmas Social.  
               
SAFFRON            
 WALDON       No Information available                                        
                               
 
SOUTHEND               No meeting  
       

WBC’ HIVES £110 ea 

Over 100 quality hives (flat) 

Call: 01896 850249 

Email:    
cadon_hives@yahoo.co.uk 
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PETER DALBY—PEBADALE APIARIES 
Agent for EH Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Also Apitherapy Supplies and advice 
Large stocks held; any item to order; competitive prices 
37, Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8TN 

Tel/fax: 01992 622645 
Open Mon—Sat (any reasonable time) 

Telephone before calling. CLOSED SUNDAY. 

 
 
We owe special thanks to the three Romford ladies who plied our parched 
throats with tea. As in the days of the Essex Show Ground, we were also served 
a substantial lunch. This gave members time to relax, renew old acquaintances 
and make new ones. 
 
 
Many thanks to everyone who supervised the erecting of the marquee, the set-
ting up of the tables, the staging of the exhibits, provided the bees, the paper-
work involved in logging the prizes, paying out the winners, manning the vari-
ous sections, doing the tasting, selling produce and lastly, taking it all down and 
removing all the bits and pieces back into storage. A truly County event - Well 
done Essex Beekeepers. 
 
 
Our efforts were well appreciated by the Barleylands Management and not only 
did they waive the fee for the marquee (our half was to be £400.), but they also 
asked for £80.00 worth of assorted honey and insisted on paying for it. We have 
been asked back for next year.  
 
 
A new banner and entry into the programme should make finding us easier next 
time. 
 
Please note in your diary - `13th-14th September 2008.  
 
Lets make next year even better. Any new ideas gratefully received. 
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In 2005 we held the last Essex Honey Show at two-day ‘Groundbreakers’ event Writtle 
College, the home of our honey shows since the Essex County Show in Great Leighs. 
In 2006 there was a change of Principals at the college this left us without a venue.  So 
we decided to try out Barleylands instead. Likewise, the Barleylands Management 
wished to try out the attraction that we said we could bring to their Country Show. 
 
 
For those who did not attend, I would like to describe the marquee. The short side of 
our 60x40 foot marquee backed onto a stream, bordered by trees, ideal for exits from 
the two observation hives. The entrance was flanked on each side by Divisional gar-
dens: and signs above the entrance who we were.  Inside the centre tables were adorned 
with 228 entries (against just 80 in the 2005 show). Sunny weather showed off the vari-
ous honey colours from good effect, while three stewards did a great job explaining to 
visitors why honey had so many colour variations. To the left candle rolling kept two 
members and a constant stream of young customers busy. Across the tent from there, 
visitors found a display of wasps nests - indoor and outdoor, a hornet nest, bumblebee 
nest, model log hive, clay hive, skep, WBC and honeycomb. Surprisingly few of them 
knew what the nests were made of - but hopefully they do now. Next a display of hive 
types led on to an information table. There interested people could pick up leaflets and 
record their interests and contact details for local Divisions to follow up. The trail car-
ried on to the two observation hives  flanked by the two promotional boards. Finally 
came a honey tasting table and the sales tables. To brighten up the displays the floral 
arrangements class was well supported and they made a pleasant contribution. 
 
The Judge, Martin Bell, said that the standard of all the classes was very good - well up 
to the National Honey Show level. 
 
Outside were the two hives enclosed in the ‘bee tent’. They were opened every hour 
 from 11am to 3pm. The bees behaved beautifully, allowing us to prod the 
queen into a better viewing position , and to handle drones so we could show ‘boy 
bees’ to the boys. One hive had queen cells (probably supersedure) which provided 
added interest. The 30 minute sessions drew good crowds. Especially rewarding was 
one small lass who had nightmares about bees and now thinks they are nice bees. 
 
 
Most Divisions were represented and we managed to have about 20 members manning 
the exhibits for most of the two days, some finding time to go and see some of the other 
goings on at Barleylands. 
 
 

The 2007 Essex Honey Show at Barlylands Country Show  
Report from 

Jean Smye & Margaret Thomas (Joint Chair of the Show Committee 

5 

 
  

��������������	��
����
��
���������	�����������������������	��
����
��
���������	�����������������������	��
����
��
���������	�����������������������	��
����
��
���������	���������� ���
������������������	���
�
�
���������������������	���
�
�
���������������������	���
�
�
���������������������	���
�
�
���� ���

 
Saturday 3rd November 

9.30am - 4.30pm 

 
Thames Chase Forest Centre, Upminster 

 
*** Put the Date in your Diary Now, Please*** 

 
Speakers: 

 
Prof. Robert Pickard “Bees, Humans & Health” 

   Pam Hunter                     “Is Natural Alway s Good?” 
   James Fearnley      “Propolis: Future Medicine” 

 
Tickets Price: £19 

( £18. if bought before 16th September) 
Price includes, lectures, lunch & Refreshments, Tra de 

stands, Raffle. 
 

Please book before Friday 26th October 
(for Catering purposes)  

A Booking Form with full details can be downloaded from 
the website:    www.ebka.org 

 
Or order tickets, with cheque payable to ‘EBKA (Rom ford) 

Plus a stamped self-addressed envelope, please from : 
Pat Allen , 8 Frank’s Cottages, St Mary’s Lane,  

Upminster. RM14 3NU 
 

OR 
 

Telephone Pat Allen: 01708 220897. 
Email : patallen@btconnect.com 



     The Internet access to the Beekeeping world 
www.beedata.com 

 

EBKA Display Boards 
 

 Two sets of display boards are avail-
able 

For Divisions to borrow for Shows, etc. 
 

One set is retained in North Essex,  
The other in South Essex. 

 
North: Robert Pickford 01371 870351 
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Well here we are in November again. The time flies. 
The colours in the autumn trees this year are better than 
ever due to all that rain, and have fallen early compared to the last few 
years. To think I was picking raspberries at the end of November last year - 
no chance this year. 
I hope you have all had plenty of honey this season. I can’t help thinking 
how lucky we are with so much  knowledge available from our Senior Bee-
keepers, as we approach the time to protect our bees. It is all most welcome. 
There are two articles available in this magazine on Oxalic Acid. The first is 
on the facing page- the demonstration, arranged by Eileen Marrable - and 
pages 14/15 comprehensive application details from Denmark,  submitted 
by  
Margaret Thomas. 
So many changes have taken place during the past year, we seem to becom-
ing ‘modern’ and there is more contact from all over Essex. The Conference 
is really going to be most interesting, Romford Division have worked very 
hard on the arrangements and it will be a chance to meet up with everyone.  
I hope Ted Hooper and his wife will be there. There have been changes in 
the CEC group too and they are putting a lot of effort into updating the way 
we work and communicate.   
We need a Secretary for the CEC, this is most interesting work, is there 
anyone amongst the new beekeepers who would be interested in this? I 
worked with Pat Allen, when taking over the magazine and it was a very 
pleasant experience. There is no pressure.  
Someone have a go, please! 
Wasn’t Eva Crane a remarkable lady? 
Lecturing & advising governments  
Amongst every thing else. 
See you beside the oven ready turkeys & 
The Conference…. Editor. 

EDITORIAL 
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Summary of CEC Meeting on  
Thursday 27th September 2007 
 
 
 
BBKA Research: 
Donations to the BBKA Research Fund is to 
become an item on the annual subscription form. 
 
EBKA Secretary: 
This post remains vacant and a volunteer is  
sought. Pat Allen will be producing a job spec.  
to explain what is involved with the job. 
 
Subscriptions 2008: 
The annual single subscription, will be  
Increased  by £2.in line with the BBKA  
increased capitation to (£13). The dual sub will  
remain the same because, under the new BBKA 
constitution one of each ‘dual’ will pay Only two-thirds of the capitation ( previously 
they both paid the full amount). Other changes to subscriptions Will need approval  
by the AGM next March.  These will include : raising the junior age limit to 18 years  
(at which age the BBKA can Provide insurance); a refund of 50% of the subscription, 
by EBKA to the division for each (completely) new member in 2008. (money to be  
used  by Divisions,  to encourage new members, run courses etc.). 
 
BBKA Examinations:  
This year 17 people took the Basic Examination. In order to encourage 
members to take exams in future the EBKA Education Fund will  
refund to anyone passing a BBKA exam, an amount equal to the  
basic exam fee for that year, regardless of which exam was taken. 
 
Pat Allen 
CEC Chairman 
October 2007. 
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…> and encourage bee research for the public benefit, and the Eva 
Crane Library, now held at the National Library of Wales, in Aberyst-
wyth and holds about 60,000 scientific papers and a unique collection of 
130 different bee journals, many of them dating back to their first issues 
in the 19th century and in some cases representing the only complete 
sets in existence. 
 
Eva was fanatical about accuracy and contributed more than once to dis-
cussions in  The Times (adding in a letter of 1953 that “a most intriguing 
has come, via Argentina, of a new wartime use for bees- it is stated that 
the Japanese used them for messengers for carrying microscopic docu-
ments across Russian lines. How this was done I have not been able to 
discover: it is possible in theory but would present many difficulties in 
practice”. 
 
Eva Crane produced more than 180 scientific papers, articles and books 
on bees, honey and beekeeping, her books include:- Honey a Compre-
hensive Survey(1975), A Book of Honey(1980), The Archaeology of 
Beekeeping(1983), Bees & Beekeeping; Science, Practice & World Re-
sources(1990), The World History of Beekeeping & Honey Hunting
(1999) and a book about her travels, Making a Bee-Line(2003) 
 
This wealth of information embraces all eras and peoples, from Aris-
totle, who wrote that honey “falls from the air principally at the rising of 
the stars and when a rainbow rests upon the earth”, to Arthur Dobbs of 
Carrickfergus, Co.Antrim, who discovered the important role bees play 
in pollination, to the British troops in East Africa, who left trip wires in 
the jungle, so that log hives of bees would fall on the Germans. 
 
In 1986 Eva Crane was made the honorary life-president of the Interna-
tional Bee Research Association and the same year was appointed OBE. 
End of the obituary. 
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THE SAFE USE of ORGANIC ACIDS 
FOR TREATING VARROA 

 
PRACTICAL APIARY DEMONSTRATION 

 
SATURDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 2007 

starting 1.30pm. 
 

Venue:   Lodge Farm, Crondon Hall, Margaretting 
  (2nd farmhouse down the track) 
 
Run By: Andy Watham, Eastern Region Bee Inspector. 
 
 
Directions:   From the A12 : 
     * exit to the - B1007  - (Galleywood/Billericay Road) 
     * Turn towards Billericay 
     * After a short distance, take track on right sign-
    posted 
              “OVEN READY TURKEYS” 
 
        Please let Eileen Marrable know if you intend to come along 
 On: 01708 229441 ...There is no charge.  
     ***** 

Brown Beekeeping Supplies 
A WIDE RANGE OF ITEMS IN STOCK 
Open Evenings & Weekends by Appointment Only 
Phone/fax: 01277 841048  Mobile: 07710 178588 

 
SUNNYBROOK FARM, WELL LANE, STOCK,  

ESSEX CM4 9LX 
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Eva Crane was a towering figure in the field of beekeeping, one of its most 
knowledgeable practitioners and prolific historians, and a powerful cham-
pion of bees as a scientific subject.  Her career in the field began when she 
was given a hive as a wedding present in 1942.; she became interested not in 
the bees themselves but in, as she put it,  “how they worked...how different 
peoples have kept bees, which bees and why, and why they keep them in the 
hives they do”. 
 
Unable to find anything much of use in the way of articles she  
became a member and secretary of The British Beekeepers Assoc. 
 research sub-committee, and in 1949 founded the Bee Research Associa-
tion, a charity, renamed the International Bee Research  
Assoc. in 1976) she was its Director until she retired in 1984, by which time 
it had become a key resource in bee research, primarily 
through its journals. 
 
Eva Crane never lost her hunger for “exciting bee things”,  
travelling all over the world in search of them, and became the  
author of many interesting books which are admired for their encyclopaedic 
and authoritative treatment of their subject matter. 
 
Born Ethel Eva Widdowson, in Dulwich, London.  She was educated at Sy-
denham Secondary School in Kent and King’s College London, where she 
read Mathematics, (one of only two women). 
After completing her degree, two years later, she took an MSc in Quantum 
Mechanics, and was awarded a PhD in Nuclear Physics from London Uni-
versity in 1938. She was appointed lecturer in .physics at the University of 
Shefield in 1941. 
 
She married James Crane a Stockbroker, the following year.  On receiving 
her first swarm of bees, intended as a contribution  for the war effort she  
 

 

Eva Crane’s Obituary from The Times. 
Sent in by Marlene Harris  
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subscribed to Bee World  and became a member of the Shefield Bee- 
keepers Association: “It consisted mostly of elderly men who said, 
‘You’re a beginner for the first 20 years’. When her husband left the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, at the end of the war, she gave up  
teaching and was able to focus on her bee studies with new seriousness. 
 
Eva Crane was keen to draw attention to the very great potential of bee-
keeping in the tropics, and from the beginning, her research assoc.,  
whose mission is to “increase the awareness of the vital role of bees  
in the environment and to encourage the use of bees as wealth  
creators”, was international in outlook. 
Eva became editor of the non-technical magazine Bee World in 1949  
and expanded its content to include summaries of scientific papers  
and books relevant to the science of bees and beekeeping.. When it 
 became clear that an entirely new platform for such content was  
desirable, she founded the Journal of Apicultural Research. In 1950  
she also founded Apicultural Abstracts, which aimed to give a  
complete survey of  research and technical developments  
concerning all bees and bee-related subjects. 
 
Eva began to travel all over the world, lecturing and advising govern-
ments on beekeeping practices (but by her own account, learning  
much more than she taught). She visited Vietnam, Nepal, Uganda,  
Egypt, Malaysia, and Russia, to name a few, observing along the way 
that”this curious passion for a small insect can transcend barriers of  
politics, race and language, and bring strangers together, as friends”.  
Her many discoveries included, in the Upper Indus Valley in Pakistan,  
the use of horizontal hives exactly like ones discovered in excavations  
of Ancient Greece. 
 
By the early 1960’s was communicating with more than 400 research  
institutes worldwide, and producing material exported to 80 countries. 
Eva was an impressive figurehead who, as one journalist observed,  
could “quote Herodotus or Apicultural research figures, with equal  
ease”. After an appeal in 1961 for £25,000. the association was moved  
in 1966 from Eva’s house to new headquarters in Chalfont St. Peter.  
In 1985 it was moved again to  
Cardiff. 
 
She established the Eva Crane Trust to advance the science of apiology…


